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Destination: Aveda Institute & Academy, Vancouver

For this field trip, I visited with a woman named Natalie who is the director at Aveda and she gave me a tour of the academy. I got to see the classroom where students watch video tutorials and take notes, the “graveyard” which was a meeting hall where students often catch up on work or do yoga in the mornings, and the salon where all of the excitement happens. I was lucky enough to be there the day that the April intake students did their first haircuts on the mannequins. It was nice to see because less than a month into the course, students were already out on the floor, getting hands on experience. On the other side of the salon, more advanced students worked on real clients as they were the ones nearing the end of their 10 month program. Natalie explained to me how after the 10 month institute program, there is the option to spend and additional 6 months in their academy, to really polish and perfect the basics that have already been learned. Overall, it was a very positive and informative experience. I enjoyed learning about the company and how Aveda uses all natural and plant based products. Their packaging is recyclable, waste is kept to a minimum and hair dyes are so harmless that they are safe for use by pregnant women. It was great to learn about their brand and the earth friendly qualities and practices that Aveda follows.
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